
Native American Federal Employees Council 
Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2004 
 
 

Board Members: Ruby Pippenger, Chair, NOAA NWS NRC 
Crystal Wallace, Vice-Chair, USDA/NITC 

   Robin K. Hatfield, Secretary, FDA 
   Tonya Stonham, Alt-Secretary, DHS 
 
In Attendance: Members (see end of report) 
    
Where:  USDA Facility, Beacon Street, Kansas City, MO  
 
Opening and Minutes:  Ruby Pippenger called the meeting to order.  
Introductions were made all around.   
January minutes tabled and will be reviewed at the June meeting. 
March 2004 minutes were approved as written.   
 
 
NAFEC Business: 
 
Announcements 
 
1. Mona Perry: The upcoming Indian Symposium has been postponed to a later date.  

Their committee is redefining their audience.  Desired Speaker is Ms. Mankiller.  
They plan to discuss the following issues at this symposium:  health and wellness, 
education, housing and the justice system.  We are posed to assist them in contacting 
federal agencies for information and presenters. 

2. Larry Thompson is working with tribal leaders.  EPA held a wonderful well-
presented presentation on establishing Government-to-Government Agreements.  
EPA will assist any agency to set-up this type of program.  Background information 
and contact points are already setup.  They are willing to share this information.  
They are planning to hold three training sessions a year; additional dates to be 
announced.  Representatives from local tribes were there and had a wonderful 
PowerPoint presentation on current tribal issues and initiatives. 

 
FEB Business and Interest Items: 
 
Diversity Day “Theme: Taste of Diversity”:   
The question was raised about adequate parking and accessibility to our special needs 
employees that may be attending this year’s presentation at the Overland Park 
Convention Center.   There is sufficient parking with adequate access and elevators. 
 
Possible ideas for the council to present at Diversity Day were discussed.  What do we 
want to represent to FEB for our presentation on Diversity Day?   
 
There will not be a Grand Entrance parade of flags.  Flags will be posted and each Chair 
will give a 2-minute presentation on our council.  We will be able to assist with the 



registration table.  The lunch menu will provide a history of each dish and its cultural 
background.  We will have a display table.  We need to have our pamphlet and flyers 
available for handouts.  
 
Ideas for presentations are:  
 
A powwow presentation about the gathering of people, relatives, dance, ceremonies, 
trade, negotiations, etiquette sheet, dress (regalia), religious ceremonies, and cultural 
information.  Have people from panel to give a speech about drum, flute playing, etc.  
Myth/legends in songs – hold a grand entry. We could either show a short film or have 
audience participation.  The Veterans Society could help with the presentation. 
 
Panel discussion: to include the 9 federally recognized tribes in the region, Indian Health 
Bureau, and KC Metroplex groups.  Discussion could include relevant issue to local 
Native American families and citizens.   
 
Show a broader description in order to clear up misconceptions and misinformation about 
Native Americans, in order to dispell myths about Native Americans.  Review our 
people’s contribution to American freedom and history.   Review dispossession: (Trail of 
Tears) (NARA assist/guest panel). 
 
Breakout Group:  Linda Day, Crystal Wallace, and Larry Thompson. 
Focus on message to be made; 1st Citizens, where we’ve been, where are we now, where 
we are going.  (Boarding schools, Museums, The building of America – fact sheet). 
 
Keep in mind the Smithsonian Opening day is September 21, 2004. 
 
Ruby is meeting on April 15 with Rommel Cook to discuss having the lunch and learn 
this year.   
 
The Federal Women's Essay contest awards, ceremony, "Women - Inspiring Hope and 
Possibility” was held on March 11, at the Truman Library in Independence, Missouri.  
We are trying to get copies of the essays for our members to share with their agencies.   
 
Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE):  Donna Stone reported 
that SAIGE board members are in the middle of planning the First Annual Conference 
tentatively scheduled for October 8-9, 2004.  Unfortunately, they cannot piggyback on 
the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) scheduled for October 10 because the 
hotel is already booked for other conferences before and after the NAIC conference.  
SAIGE will install new officers at this year’s conference.  Working on speakers and 
expect to have 100-150 people to attend conference in October. 
 
If you wish to join SAIGE please contact Jesse James or Les Tate at either 
mailto:ltate@hiwaay.net or at website url: http://www.aipc.osmre.gov/SAIGE   
 
Haskell Indian Nations University   The HINU Advisory board is inactive at this 
present time.  Graduation ceremonies for Haskell will be held on the 14 - 16 of May, 
2004. 
 
 

mailto:ltate@hiwaay.net
http://www.aipc.osmre.gov/SAIGE


Group Reports
 
American Indian Parent Committee 
 Joe Grey reports:  
The AIPC went to the African-American/Latino summit and made great contacts.  These 
contacts are willing to support the efforts of the American Indian Parent Committee. 
  
On 05/07/2004 Joe will be meeting with Michael Yellowbird who is with the Indigenous 
Studies program at KU.  They will discuss ways that can further help the effort. He would 
like to get his students involved. 
  
The next meeting for the AIPC will be on Wednesday, May 19th at 6:30 PM at the Heart 
of America Indian Center. 
  
 
 
Member Attendees: 
 
Day, Linda C USPS 
Farley, Dohn  DFAS 
Hatfield, Robin K. FDA 
Mathias, Kathrin VA 
Moynihan, Jana HHS/OCR 
Pippenger, Ruby NOAA 
Rios, Anna M.  SSA 
Stone, Donna USDA-FSA 
Stonham, Tonya DHS 
Thierolf, Les DHHS 
Thompson, Larry USDA-RMA  
Wallace, Crystal NITC-USDA 
 


